The clinical significance of beryllium.
The carcinogenicity of beryllium for the human organism by inhalation has been established. Biochemical properties of this strong carcinogenic element are related to its intake, transport and accumulation in the body, as well as to cell division, DNA synthesis, enzyme inhibition, and gene expression. Other biochemical properties of beryllium are associated with its adjuvant action. Diagnosis and possible treatment of beryllium toxicity are also outlined.